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MEDIA ADVISORY

PHOTO OP: Students take part in ‘heavy equipment rodeo’ 
Ames Construction hosts hands-on event for Operating Engineers Pathway Oct. 15 

ROSEMOUNT, MN — High school students from across the state will test their skill behind the controls 
of a bulldozer, excavator and more during a “heavy equipment rodeo” at Ames Construction’s Rosemount 
facility this Saturday, Oct. 15. Members of the media are invited to attend. 

The hands-on event is for students in the Operating Engineers Pathway program run by Minnesota Virtual 
Academy and the International Union of Operating Engineers Local 49. Ames, which is celebrating its 
60th year in business, is hosting this event for the first time. 

Event details 
What: Heavy equipment rodeo for high school students 
When: 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 15 (check-in begins at 9:30 a.m.) 
Where: Ames Construction, 16500 Akron Ave., Rosemount, MN 
RSVP: RSVPs are appreciated but not required. Please email Local 49 Communications Director 
Jonathan Young at jyoung@local49.org. 

“We need the next generation to have exposure to these amazing career opportunities and Ames is happy 
to open our doors and show them what this industry has to offer,” said Tim Ames, Midwest operations 
manager for Ames Construction. 

Now in its third year, the Pathway program gives students the chance to earn high school, college and 
apprenticeship credit while exploring careers in heavy equipment operation. Students can take four, one-
semester classes online that cover topics from equipment fundamentals to grade and construction math. 
The online classes offer flexibility, and in-person learning events provide hands-on experience and 
industry networking opportunities. 

The program is free to ninth- through 12th-graders enrolled in a Minnesota public high school. More than 
160 students from across the state are currently enrolled, and many graduates of the program have gone 
on to begin careers as equipment operators. 

“There has been a tremendous appetite for this innovative education/industry partnership,” said Jenny 
Winkelaar, director of workforce and community development for Local 49. “These students are 
intentionally preparing for a career while in high school. Together we are developing a future world-class 
workforce.” 
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For 60 years, Ames Construction has delivered high-quality construction services throughout North 
America. Ames is a full-service heavy civil and industrial general contractor and a proven self-performer 
that completes projects safely, on time and within budget. Ames is family-owned and rooted in a strong 
work ethic that values business relationships built on honesty, performance and mutual trust. Ames serves 
a diverse clientele throughout the United States and Canada, with project work in many market segments, 
including Mines, Railroads, Power Plants, Bridges, Dams, Hydro Facilities and many more. For more 
information visit amesconstruction.com. 

The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 49 has been building the future since 1927. 
Today it represents 14,500 heavy equipment operators, mechanics and stationary engineers across 
Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota, making it one of the largest trade unions in the region. Its 
highly skilled members work in a wide range of industries, from road construction to mining to renewable 
energy and more. Learn more at local49.org. 

Minnesota Virtual Academy (MNVA) is a tuition-free online public school program of Houston Public 
Schools that serves students in grades K through 12. A Minnesota Department of Education-approved 
provider of online education, MNVA gives parents and families the choice to access the curriculum and 
tools provided by K12, a Stride company (NYSE: LRN). Stride offers learners of all ages a more effective 
way to learn and build their skills for the future. For more information about MNVA, visit mnva.k12.com. 

Operating Engineers Pathway introduces high school students to careers in heavy equipment operation 
through a unique partnership between Minnesota Virtual Academy and IUOE Local 49. Students can 
earn four semesters of high school credit while receiving the training necessary to enter the Local 49 
apprenticeship program. Learn more at local49.org/pathway. 
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