The International Union of Operating Engineers Local 49, the state’s largest building and construction union, is proud to announce our endorsement of Congressman Tom Emmer for Minnesota’s 6th District.
Congressman Emmer has consistently and strongly supported construction workers during his time in Congress. He has been a strong supporter of mining on the Iron Range and has consistently voted in support of critical Davis-Bacon protections that ensure construction workers throughout the country earn family-sustaining wages and benefits. Transportation funding is also a top priority for Congressman Emmer as he has authored legislation to prioritize funding for several transportation related projects, improving Minnesota’s roads, highways, and bridges while creating jobs for Operating Engineers and other skilled crafts.
Local 49 looks forward to working with Congressman Emmer throughout this campaign to ensure his much deserved re-election. After November, we look forw
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IUOE Local 49 Reaction to Governor Walz Appealing his own agencies permits of
Line 3 Replacement
MINNEAPOLIS – Local 49 Business Manager Jason George Released the Following Comments:
We are frustrated, angry, and bitterly disappointed today. We have spoken to Governor Walz about the Line 3 permitting
process on many occasions. The Governor is fully aware of the urgent need for jobs in Northern Minnesota and the
importance of this project to our members and local communities up North. His own Public Utilities Commission, members
who he mostly appointed, spent years studying the Line 3 replacement and strongly approved the permits to build the
project. In fact, this project has gone through the process twice, and each time was approved by the Public Utilities
Commission.
Governor Walz has told us privately and said publicly that the process must be followed, but when the process is done, and
a decision is made, that decision needs to be respected and the project should go on. He went back on his word yesterday,
there is no other way to look at it. His decision to appeal the permits shows zero respect for the process, or the
commissioners that he appointed who ran a fair process and followed the law.
The fact that the Governor is not following through on his commitments to us and the public is disturbing. What is even
more disturbing is the lack of urgency we are seeing from both Republicans and Democrats about job creation. The
Republicans have stalled a $1.5 billion public infrastructure bill at the Capitol. Now the Governor has put in jeopardy a $2.5
billion infrastructure project that is entirely privately financed.
It is as if our elected leaders do not have any idea what is happening out there in the real world. Minnesotan’s are worried
about the economy and our elected leaders are choosing to have political fights instead of doing things to make sure that
the economy comes back to life.
When it comes to Line 3 replacement, the Governor has one last chance to keep his word, to do the right thing for
Minnesota. There are two permits the project needs from the state to continue. He pledged in his statement yesterday to
move those forward. These are basic construction permits. They should not be political, and they are not controversial.
The Governor has asked us to judge him on whether projects get built and jobs are created. So far, his record is abysmal on
this scorecard. He has a chance to do better. He has a chance to live up to the commitments he made to this union, the first
union that endorsed him for Governor, and the men and women that believed him when he said he would be focused on
job creation.
We are very confident that this appeal has no merit and will not be successful. Going forward, we sincerely hope the
Governor keeps his commitment to fairness and allows his agencies to grant the basic construction permits needed in the
next few months. We also hope the Governor gets back to his vision of One Minnesota where everyone’s views, not just
those of twin cities activists, but of everyone in our state, are respected.
When it comes to Line 3 replacement, it is very clear that the view of the people that live where the project is going to be
constructed, and the views of the men and women who hope to build it, are not being respected at all.
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About IUOE Local 49
The International Union of Operating Local 49 is the largest construction union in Minnesota and represents 14,000 members in
many different industries related to construction throughout Minnesota, North Dakota and South Dakota. For more information visit
www.local49.org.

